Latissimus dorsi free flaps for total repair of extensive lower leg injuries in children.
A well-established belief is that with crushed and contaminated wounds closure should be delayed. However, an emergency procedure involving very thorough debridement, complete reconstruction of all injured tissues, and cover by a latissimus dorsi free flap in the same operation is evaluated in 15 children presenting with severe injuries to the lower limb. It is felt that the procedure is superior to the established method because it is a one-stage procedure that minimizes the danger of infection, prevents growth impairment, shortens hospitalization, and allows early mobilization, thus being, in some cases, a limb-saving procedure.